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This is what the  
Hegeler Carus Mansion  

brings to you! 

 

The Hegeler Carus Mansion  
was completed in 1876. It is a 
 National  Historic Landmark  

that holds stories of the  
Hegeler and Carus  

families, their businesses and  
their contributions to  

the Midwest, the nation,  
and the world. 
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Financial Support 

We depend on the generosity 

of our donors to help sustain 

our mission to preserve and 

use the Hegeler Carus       

Mansion and its many stories 

to inspire excitement and   

appreciation locally and     

globally for its heritage,      

architecture, and design. 

 

Annual and Pledge Giving 

Consider giving an Annual or 

make a Pledge gift that you 

can pay over a course of time. 

 

Honorariums and Memorials 

What a better way to honor 

and  remember a loved one 

than to give a gift of love. 

 

Matching Gifts 

Please check and see if yours 

or your spouse’s employer are 

affiliated with a matching gift 

company or organization. 

These programs can double 

your gift.  

 

Planned Gifts 

Consider making a planned 

gift or an estate gift that can 

go into our General fund or 

toward a specific cause. 

 

Cindy Waddick 
Executive Director 

2021 was a year of preservation and re-
alization.  We continued with the Collec-
tion Assessment recommendations, to 
ensure we are maintaining our internal 
environment to that necessary for less-
ening deterioration and preserving our 
priceless items.  We also began the pro-
cess of updating our Historic Structure 
report which will give our Board of Direc-
tors up to date information as they stra-
tegically plan and prioritize for the fu-
ture. 
 
2021 also was a year of reflecting and realizing more and more on why 
this piece of history is important. We removed our wrap around porch and 
iconic horseshoe stairs for safety reasons.  It will cost a little over $2 mil-
lion to replace them. But why is replacing it important?  We have raised 
40% of the funds needed to restore the Main Floor hallway and Dining 
Room floor.  Along with all the items inside, these were integral to our 
families’ lives.   Unlike so many historic homes, ours has over 85% authen-
tic items.  The porch, the floors, the art, and items are all part of the lives 
that were born, lived, and died here and who made history living it. 
 
In the words of Mark Twain, a contemporary of Edward Hegeler, “To us, 
our house was not insentient matter.  It had a heart, and a soul, and eyes 
to see us with; and approvals and solicitudes and deep sympathies; it was 
us, and we were in its confidence, and lived in its grace and in the peace of 
its benediction.” 
 
This coming year we are looking forward to purchasing and implementing 
a Museum Collections Database that will let us begin cataloging the many 
artifacts, documents, photographs, and books housed here, preserving 
our Treasure Trove. 
 
We are also looking forward to an update of our Historic Structure Report 
which will provide critical information about the current existing condition 
of the Mansion and will be used by our Board as part of their strategic 
preservation planning. 
 
The Hegeler Carus Mansion is a time capsule of such great importance. It 
is a part of the lives that lived within its walls and impacted so many.  Be-
cause of your support, our preservation work will continue to protect it 
and have it available to share its stories for years to come. 
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As the Chairman of the Board of the Hegeler Carus 
Foundation, I want to address why the Mansion is so 
important. Not by talking about the daily details of 
managing this Foundation, but about why the Man-
sion is so important to me. There are so many stories 
to tell you about the Mansion and her inhabitants 
that has stood in La Salle for over 146 years. But I 
want to back up and start before the Mansion was 
here and begin with my great-great grandfather.   
     
• Hermann D. Hegeler wished for one of his sons 
to come and establish themselves in America, the 
land of opportunity and he provided the means to 
do so. 

• Julius Weisbach, Edward’s professor at the Mining University in Friedberg Germa-
ny and father to his future wife Camilla; taught Edward the skills necessary to fulfill 
Hermann’s wish. 

• Edward C. Hegeler, my great grandfather, after graduating, came to America along 
with his classmate and friend Frederick Matthiessen and settled in La Salle, IL, at 
the age of 21, establishing the Matthiessen and Hegeler Zinc Co (M&H Zinc) in 
1858.  

• Edward Hegeler was also fascinated with philosophy, psychology, religion, and 
science.  This fascination led him in 1887 to his second calling, by starting the 
Open Court Publishing Company.   

• Edward hired my grandfather, a German scholar, Dr. Paul Carus, editor of Open 
Court Publishing in 1888. He remained editor until his death in 1919. As editor, 
Paul published two magazines, Open Court, and the Monist, while writing 75 
books, nearly 1500 articles, and poetry.  The Monist continues to today. 

• Edward Carus my father, started the Carus Chemical Co in 1915. 
• And in the midst of all these great men, was my grandmother Mary Hegeler Carus 

who was a woman of many firsts, in the center of this Annual Report are many of 
her accomplishments. Today her accomplishments might seem ordinary, any 
woman could do that, but she did these before women could vote.   

 
Above, I touched on family members who accomplished great achievements and lived 
in the Mansion. But there still is so much more… W.W. Boyington was commissioned 
as architect to build the Second Empire styled Mansion beginning in 1874 to 1876. We 
are one of the last intact examples of his work.   The interior design was done by Au-
gust Fiedler. We are also one of the last intact examples remaining. He had an impres-
sive client list with clients such as Marshall Field, Joseph Medill, and William LeBaron 
Jenney. 
 
From my brief history of the Hegeler Carus Mansion. I hope you can see why preserv-
ing the Mansion is so important. You might be a new friend wanting to continue as a 
dedicated supporter, or an established friend of the Mansion.  Either way you are im-
portant to us.  I would like to leave you with a final thought.  Become an Ambassador 
for the Mansion, please invite your family and friends to come and visit the Mansion 
and encourage them to support this National Historic Landmark. 

M. Blouke Carus 
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Education 
 

Open Court was created in 1887 for 
education and the exchange of ideas. 
 

In the early 1900’s Mary Carus’ 
philanthropy extended to her lifelong 
passion for education. She, together with 
Frances L. Wilson spearheaded the La Salle 
Industrial School. The schools curriculum 
provided classes on sewing for girls and 
manual training for boys. These classes 
provided young adults a vocation who were 
not college bound. 
 

The Open Court company continued to 
publish mainly philosophical classics. In the 
early 1960’s Blouke Carus, along with 
others, developed elementary curriculum. 
McGraw Hill sold $1 billion in these 
textbooks that were used to teach over 20 
million children worldwide.   

 

In 1973, Marianne Carus, 
founder and editor-in-
chief of Cricket, became a 
world leader in children’s 
literature. Cricket reached 
and influenced over 20 

million children worldwide. 
 

They published 14 Children’s magazines 
including: Cricket, Lady Bug, Baby Bug, Ask 
and Click, Spider, as well as Muse, and other 
children’s publications. 
 

The Hegeler Carus families have been 
invested in education, for their children, 
their employees, and their employees 
children.  Through M&H Zinc Co, Open 
Court, and Carus Group Inc. these 
companies helped and are helping pay for a 
portion of their college tuition.  

Industry 
 

Matthiessen & Hegeler Zinc Co.  
(M&H Zinc Co.) 

 
 

     On December 24, 1858, construction began on the first successful zinc smelter to smelt 
Wisconsin ores, using Illinois coal located two blocks from the Mansion in LaSalle, Illinois.  
 Between the period of 1880 and 1910, the Matthiessen and Hegeler Zinc Company 
was the largest zinc producer in the United States and the world.  The company employed 
approximately 1,000 employees, had at least 5 smelting furnaces, a coal mine, a sulfuric acid 
works (the first in the world), rolling mills for sheet and bar stock, and a short line railroad 
for local transfer of coal.  

Second Empire 



Open Court 

   

 

 
 
   The Mansion was also the birthplace  
of Open Court Publishing Company 
launched in 1887. The goals of Open Court 
were to provide a forum for the discussion 
of philosophy, science, and religion, and to 
make philosophical classics widely available 
by making them affordable.  Shortly after 
Open Court’s inception Hegeler hired the 
German scholar Dr. Paul Carus as 
managing editor of the publishing company.  
Carus shared Hegeler’s interest in the 
relationship between science and religion.  
During his lifetime, Carus wrote 75 books 
and nearly 1,500 articles on philosophy, 
religion, history, literature, politics, poetry, 
and mathematics. 
      
 
 
As well as publishing works by the world’s 
great thinkers, Open Court introduced two 
periodicals, The Open Court and The Monist, 
featuring essays from scholars around the 
globe.  
     Open Court Publishing was housed on 
the Ground Floor of the Mansion. 
 

Please visit our website at 
www.hegelercarus.org 

click on the Archive tab for resources for 
Open Court letters and Monist articles. 

Unbelievable 

Mary Hegeler Carus  
January, 1861 - June, 1936  
A woman before her time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1877—at sixteen, she began accompanying 
her father to work and learned the zinc 
business from him and also by working in 
various departments.   

1882—was the first woman to graduate from 
the University of Michigan’s Department 
of Chemistry and Engineering.   

1885—did post graduate studies at the 
Mining Academy of Freiberg, Germany 
but did not receive a certificate due to her 
gender. 

1886—became a director at M&H Zinc Co. 
1888—married Dr. Paul Carus and had 

seven children by 1901. She coordinated 
all her children’s activities and education 
while working at two major companies. 

1900—her father made her trustee and 
assistant director at Open Court 
Publishing Company.   

1903—became president of M&H Zinc Co..   
1911—first certificate presented from the La 

Salle Industrial school which was started 
by Mary Carus. 

1919—Paul Carus died and Mary became 
editor at Open Court Publishing until her 
death. 

  
Mary was leading two global companies 

all before women earned  
the right to vote on August 18, 1920 

You 
 

And sometimes Y, or should I say it is always You.  You are the reason we are here; to invite You into this beautiful Mansion to 
share the stories of the Hegeler and Carus families and their friends, their businesses,                                                                          
and their contributions to the Midwest, the nation, and the world. 
The Mansion is a repository made up of over 85 percent of the original artifacts. It is a treasure trove of German - American history. 
 

1995—was listed National Register of Historic Places 
2007—raised to status of National Historic Landmark 
2018—in celebration of the Illinois Bicentennial, Hegeler Carus Mansion was selected as one of the Illinois 200 

Great Places by the American Institute of Architects Illinois component (AIA Illinois)  
 

In order for us to continue presenting this rich source of treasures, we need your help to preserve what is here for future generations 
to see.     You… then become part of this amazing history. 

 

We offer various types of tours. Pre-register for a tour at www.hegelercarus.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Institute_of_Architects
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Donations 2021 

Distinguished Donor $5000 plus 
 

James and Mary Ann Asaph 
Bank of America Corp - s 
Blouke Carus 
Edward H. Carus Jr. 
Inga Carus 
Illinois Humanities Council 
 

Boyington Circle $1000 to $4999 
 

A Lifetime of Smiles - s, m 
Aziz and Wendy Asphahani - m 
Fitzgerald Family Fund 
Sheela Harden - m 
Michael Hinz 
Hometown National Bank - s 
Kert & Doreen Huber - Huber Commercial, Inc. 
Machinery Maintenance, Inc. 
J. Parrish McCormack 
Carol McGee 
Linda Mrowicki 
John Noer 
Joseph and Heike Rubinstein - m 
St. Margaret's Health - s 
Star Union Spirits - s 
 

Open Court Associates $500 to $999 
 

Gerald Adelmann - m 
Ancare Animal Hospital - s 
Anonymous 
Aplington, Kaufman, McClintock, Steele, & Barry - s 
Patrick and Mary Jo Barry 
Sean Bruen and Elizabeth Rompf Bruen - m 
Central Bank Illinois - s 
Dimond Brothers Insurance, LLC - s 
Thomas E. II and Barbara C. Donnelley                    
Family Fund - m 
Norb and Betty Dudek 
Robert E. Eschbach Fund 
Eureka Savings Bank - s 
Hartauer Insurance - s 
Heartland Bank and Trust - s 
Illinois Valley Labor Management - s 
JB Contracting Corporation - s 
La Salle State Bank - s 
Nancy Maze 
Maze Lumber - s 
Heide Reidies - m 
Tieman Builders - s 
John Venegoni and Claudia Nocker – Venegoni - m 
Cindy Waddick 
Witek Wealth Management - s 
 

Fiedler's Friends $100 to $499 
 

ANCO Community Credit Union - s 
Autocraft Inc. Collison Center - s 
Jon Bernardi 
Maryhelen Bidasio 
Bryan Bilczewski 
Marilyn Blanton 
John and Cathy Boll - m 
Frank Butterfield 
Jim and Kathi Campbell 
Roger and Anida Chamlin - h 
Richard and Robyn Chizmark - h 

Marilyn Cobb - m 
Rufus Botzow - Cole 
Michael Cramer 
Elaine Cunningham 
Anthony Deany 
Steve Felsenthal - m 
Dr. Ed and Carol Fesco 
Lawrence and Colette Fey 
Ken and Barbara Ficek 
Jane Gabrielse - m 
Gergovich Family Chiropracic - s 
Dr. William and Susan Gorski 
Daniel and Julie Harper - h 
Pamela Haughawout 
Peru Federal Savings Bank - s 
Vicki Henson - h 
Heritage Corridor CVB 
Celia Hunt 
Helga Interrante 
Richard Janko - h 
Nancy Janssen - m 
Alphonse and Veronica Johnson 
Ann Johnston - h 
Richard Katz - m 
Dr. Jeffrey A. Koblish, DDS 
Sharon and John Kopina 
Peggy Kramer 
Daniel and Susan Lawler 
Beatrice Marguardt-Lotz 
Ellen and Paul Marincic 
Henry and Laurel Maze 
Mueller Funeral Homes - s 
Jean Mueller - m 
Gary and Patricia Nakai 
The Olmsted Family  
Hinesh Patel 
The Peterson Family 
John and Diane Pini 
Prof. Kathryn Stanley Podwall 
John Pohar & Son Inc. - s 
Claire Rooney - m 
John and Carla Sattler 
Anita Schluter Wilson 
Alicia Senior-Saywell 
Shaw Media - m 
Diane and George Sheffer 
Larry Snider 
Mary and Joe Stachowicz - m 
Warren Stephey 
Lee and Pat Stocking 
Elizabeth Striker 
Gregory and Julie Thiess - m 
Patricia Tinges 
Gregory and Debra Urbanowski 
John Vinci 
Thomas and Karen Viskniskki 
Steve and Elaine Wasilewski 
Jacob and Oihana Elizalde Wildeson - m 
Richard and Pam Witalka and David Witalka 
Frank Zimmerman 
 

Family $50 to $99 
 

Doug Biederstedt 
Linda Bogusch 
Henry Burt - m 
Gary and Diana Carlson - m 

Paul Garcy 
Carman Gresham 
Heartland Bank and Trust Co - Expense Account - m 
Jaci and James Hydock 
Bob and Sheila Joynt 
Rick and Jill Kotowski - m 
Marie Marcenac - h 
Anna McKee 
Mike Miglio - m 
Jean Mikus 
Lyndsay Murray - Bliss and Jason Bliss - h 
Thomas Nickel and Larry Lesperance 
Tom, Ellen, and Jack O'Hare 
Dan Retoff and Cheri Monterastelli 
Rick and Catherine Rosen - m 
Henry and Kathy Schroth - m 
Gary Schwab 
Terry Schy 
Laura Stewart - m 
Michael Swagerie 
Deborah Vetter - m 
Nathan and Michelle Watson - m 
Jim and Ann Wilkes - m 
Gary Wulf 
 

Individual $49 and below 
 

Judith Aaron 
Fred and Melody Albanito 
Delonda Belanger 
Mary Bradish 
Evan Brizius - m 
Bruce and Julie Brooks 
Dawn Campbell 
Robert Carlson 
Michel Cohen & Lisa A. Goldberg 
Ashley Crane 
Marilyn Dunker 
Doris Duston 
Mark Eikelman 
James and Elizabeth Ferrero 
Cindy Goron 
Phyllis Greenbough 
Eston and Sandra Gross 
Carolyn Harris 
Daniel Harris 
Linda Hiltabrand 
Patrick Hogensen 
Susan Huber 
Hy-Vee Red Bag 
Janice Jagodzinski - m 
Kathy Jones 
Mary Ann and Paul Junkroski 
Marion and Margaret Kowalski 
Amy Lawrence 
Ronald and Karon Mini - m 
Marie Mirro 
Joseph and April Murphy - m 
Kathy Owens 
Lee and Sally Rudolph 
Susan Selle - m 
David Spagna 
Paul and Deb Wikoff 
 

In-Kind 
 

Home Depot - s 
Starved Rock Country - s 
Starved Rock Media - s 
Studstill Media - s 
Tangles Roots - s 
United Rentals 
 

Donation includes: 
h – Honor 
m – Memorial 
s – Summer Concert Sponsor 

Your support is deeply appreciated! The Mansion is not State or Federally funded and the Hegeler - Carus families generously pro-
vide for half of our annual operating budget, but the rest of our budget and preservation comes from much needed partners like 
you.  We are still in the process of raising the needed funds to restore our intricate inlaid parquet floors in our Main Hallway and 
Dining Room. Again, thank you for safeguarding this National Historic Landmark. 



HEGELER CARUS FOUNDATION 
1307 Seventh St. 
La Salle, IL 61301 

Invest in  
The Hegeler Carus Foundation 

 

Mission and History of the Hegeler Carus Foundation 
 
 In 1995, the Hegeler Carus Foundation was established to encourage and support educational and cul-
tural activities by restoring and using the Hegeler Carus Mansion.  The Hegeler Carus Mansion was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
 The Hegeler Carus Foundation Mansion was designated a National Historic Landmark in April 2007. 
 
Our next targeted restoration projects: 
 

* Main floor restoration 
* Porch and horseshoe stair replacement 
* Window restoration 
 

Mission Statement: To preserve and use the Hegeler Carus Mansion and its many stories to inspire  excite-
ment and appreciation locally and globally for its heritage, architecture, and design. 
  
We need your help. To become part of preserving this historic legacy and to learn about ways to give, please 
contact: 

Cindy Waddick, Executive Director 
815-224-5891 Office 

815-830-3103 Cell 
Cindy.Waddick@hegelercarus.org 


