Hegeler Carus Mansion

1307 Seventh St.
La Salle, IL 61301
815-224-5891 * website www.hegelercarus.org
Our Mission: To preserve and use the Hegeler Carus Mansion and its many stories
to inspire excitement and appreciate locally and globally for its heritage, architecture and design.

May is…Preservation Month

Spring 2022

Preservation Month began as National Preservation Week in
1973. President Richard Nixon signed the resolution into law on
May 5, 1973.
At the third annual National Trust Awards Luncheon, First
Lady Patricia Nixon, read the Presidential proclamation:
“As the pace of change accelerates in the world around us, Americans
more than ever need a lively awareness of our roots and origins in the
past on which to base our sense of identity in the present and our directions for the future.”

In 2005, the National Trust extended the celebration to the
entire month of May and declared it Preservation Month to provide
an even greater opportunity to celebrate the diverse and unique
heritage of our country’s cities and states.
Preservation Month encourages us to become aware and as First Lady Patricia Nixon read “awareness of our
roots and origins in the past.” Think about your life and your journeys. The bumps, bruises, and scars that are part of
who you are, and what you’ve been through – and what you have overcome. They tell your story. Within the past several years more and more people have become interested in their family’s histories. With DNA companies helping to
provide clues to lost lineages and providing records that tell you when your family came to the United States, from
what country, and even where they lived. From these services, some people are able to trace back multiple generations often finding something different from what they have been told their whole life. Some are even told where their first
mothers and fathers came from. Today people have an interest in their past, their traditions, and how it affects them
today to varying degrees.
Now apply that same curiosity to historic buildings; in a sense, they are very much alive. They pulse with an
energy fueled by the stories created within them. It is not our place to alter or erase them, but rather to preserve them.
Think about your family’s journey to get to this point. If you can imagine, historic buildings are no different. The perspectives of what to do with grand old places like the Hegeler Carus Mansion have changed over the years. From the
1950’s through the 1970’s, the prevailing thought was, ‘if it’s old, it’s gotta go.’ Beautiful old buildings were being
ripped down and replaced with shopping centers, roller rinks, night clubs, and chain restaurants.
By the mid 80’s, the paradigm began to shift toward restoration rather than demolition. Historic buildings and
homes were getting overhauled – complete with brand new wallpapers and replica furnishings. Original wood floors
were pulled up and replaced with perfect, flawless, modern copies. They all looked shiny and beautiful and new – but
without its original charm or character. The tides turned again with the turn of the century. Curators and archivists,
passionate about history in all its facets, began advocating for preservation over restoration. They wanted to allow the
stories to be told through the marks on the wall, the scratch in the table, the dent in the door. The story our house tells
is rich with authentic history. The Hegeler Carus Mansion has over 85% original furnishings and artifacts which is unheard of in most historic homes. The goal of a preservationist is to serve as an advocate and guardian for the edifices of
bygone eras.
During Preservation Month we need to be aware of the need to preserve our history. The following
quote is from former First Lady Jackie Kennedy Onassis about saving the Grand Central Terminal in New
York, according to the New York Preservation Archive Project, Onassis said:
“Is it not cruel to let our city die by degrees, stripped of all her proud monuments, until there will be nothing left of all
her history and beauty to inspire our children? If they are not inspired by the past of our city, where will they find the
strength to fight for her future?”

Please remember May is Preservation Month and become a guardian of the Hegeler Carus Mansion.

March was…Women’s History Month
We would like to tell you about two important women in the Hegeler
household.

Mary Hegeler Carus
January, 1861 - June, 1936

A woman before her time

To celebrate the month of March, we would like to tell you a little bit about our
“Woman from History”. She was a chemist, engineer, businesswoman, daughter, sister,
wife, mother, grandmother and friend. On the right is a chronological listing that highlights events in Mary's life. This short essay gives a humanity to her.
Marie (Mary) Hermine Henriette Hegeler was born in LaSalle, IL in January
1861, the first child of Edward Carl Hegeler and Maria Camilla Weisbach Hegeler. She
was born on the grounds of the Matthiessen & Hegeler Zinc Co. (M&H) and grew up
around the plant. When she wasn’t going to school at the Old LaSalle City High School,
she often accompanied her father to work at the M&H Zinc works.

After graduating from the University of Michigan, Mary continued to pursue
interests in engineering and mining. She joined the American Institute of Mining Engineers from 1882 to 1884.
She also managed other businesses besides M&H Zinc. These included numerous farm properties which she had farmed on shares and a short line railroad.
She loved gardening and laid out the grounds of their summer house in Benton
Harbor, Michigan.
Mary was concerned for the needs of the public as well as her
family. She was known to feed the homeless. There was a table setup on the back porch of the Mansion where those in need would be
able to have a meal. They were also given a care bag with some additional food to take with them. She also helped with the war effort
during “World War I”. There is a large box at the Mansion of thank
you letters from military men to her, thanking her for her kindness
and knitted woolen blankets.
A quote from Mary’s obituary, “dedicated to doing
things for her fellow-humans and scores of her ‘works
of benefaction’.” Mary’s influence on her community
was reflected after her death. Shops and businesses in
La Salle were closed for several days in her memory.
There were lines up and down the streets to the Mansion of mourners coming to pay their final respects to
Mary Hegeler Carus.

1877—at sixteen, she began accompanying her
father to work and learned the zinc
business from him and also by working in
various departments.
1882—was the first woman to graduate and
earn a Bachelor of Science from the
University of Michigan’s Department of
Chemistry and Engineering.
1885—did post graduate studies at the Mining
Academy of Freiberg, Germany but did not
receive a certificate due to her gender.
1886—became a director at M&H Zinc Co. the
largest zinc producer in the United States
and the world 1880-1910.
1888—married Dr. Paul Carus and had seven
children by 1901. She coordinated all her
children’s activities and education while
working at two major companies.
1900—her father made her trustee and
assistant director at Open Court Publishing
Company.
1903—became president of M&H Zinc Co..
1911—first certificate presented from the La
Salle Industrial school which was started
by Mary Carus and Frances L. Wilson.
1919—Paul Carus died, and Mary became
editor at Open Court Publishing until her
death.

Mary was leading two
global companies before
women earned the right to
vote on August 18, 1920.

Mary Carus with three of her children, Paula, Libby and Gustave.

Mary with two of her grandchildren.

Marie Camilla Weisbach Hegeler
March 12, 1835 - May 28, 1908

behind every great man is a woman
Marie Camilla Weisbach was born March 12, 1835 in Freiberg, Germany. She was
the daughter of Julius Ludwig Weisbach, Professor of Engineering at the Mining
Academy of Freiberg (best known as the co-developer of the Darcy-Weisbach
equation for determining friction loss in pipes) and Marie Winkler Weisbach.
Camilla Weisbach met Edward Carl Hegeler during his studies at the
School of Mines in Freiberg. They met through her father, Julius Weisbach who
was one of his professors. They fell in love and became secretly engaged, because
Camilla’s parents opposed the marriage. They hoped that their daughter would
marry a young man who would teach at Freiberg or a nearby institution.

Top row left to right: Julius, Mary, Paul Carus, Edward, Herman, Camilla
Bottom row: Gisela, Camilla, Annie, Zuleikha “Leikha”, Olga

After graduating Edward did some independent
study and traveled. In 1856, he left Germany, leaving
Camilla behind for a time to get established in the United
States. He, with his partner Frederick W. Matthiessen,
established a zinc smelting company in LaSalle, Illinois
breaking ground on December, 24, 1858.
By January of 1860, the zinc smelting operation
was successful. Edward missed his beloved Camilla and
wrote her, "One is on this earth to enjoy life, which matter should
not be put off to long - it might get to late!" He returned to Germany. Camilla and Edward C. Hegeler were married on April 5,
1860. Later that same year the newlyweds sailed for the United
States and permanently settled in La Salle, IL.

Camilla managed the household and special events that took place at the
Mansion. In the morning she would have briefings with the staff in the family
room at her desk. If you are familiar with Downtown Abby, the Crawley women
have nothing on Camilla.
In a letter written by Annie to Marie (Mary) in 1892. Annie writes how
she and Mama went to town to tend to several bills and send money orders. Also
she writes that Saturday is Mama's Birthday and she needs to complete her present
before Saturday.
In another letter Annie wrote to her sister Gisela, Camilla's 6th child, she
states Mama didn't want her to waste paper. Mama encouraged her to make good
use of each sheet of paper. (Gisela died of tuberculosis on June 10, 1892.)
As well as managing the Mansion. Camilla would help at M&H Zinc
Works as a bookkeeper. (We know she helped because there are checks in her
writing.)
Besides being a wife and mother, Camilla loved to garden. There is a
garden on the northwest corner of the property that is dedicated to her as
Grandma's Garden. If you live in the area and are an avid gardener, we are looking
for volunteers who would love to make Grandma's Garden bloom again. If you are
interested you can contact Cindy Waddick at Cindy.Waddick@hegelercarus.org.

April was…Architecture Month
Second Empire 1860-90
The "Second Empire" itself refers to a
period, specifically an 18-year stretch in
France between 1852 and 1870 under the
rule of Napoleon Bonaparte III. Flawed
though he was, it was at least obvious to
most people that he loved his country and
wanted to make it better. He upgraded
agriculture, used the Suez Canal to make
France a major ag exporter, and made
sure his people were eating better. He
believed that functional buildings could
also be beautiful and made some serious
upgrades to many of France's buildings. He hired a city planner named
Baron Georges-Eugène Haussmann to
make the emperor's birthplace of Paris
into a showpiece for anyone who saw
it. It was his way of saying that here was a
city with culture, class, and an appreciation for beauty.
One of the specific architectural
features that both men admired and used
was something that, in truth, pre-dated
them both: the Mansard roof. Named
after Francois Mansart (1598-1666), it is
easily recognizable and comes in different variations. Not only does it give the building a little lift, it's also a practical way to add a
bit of storage space. The double-pitch allows for water drainage, and its slate tiles are adaptable to fit each variation.
Napoleon III had the right idea when it came to marketing. The Paris boulevards were becoming so lovely that word got
out. People from all over (who could afford to travel, anyhow) were making their way over to wander in wonder. The ornamentation, the presentation, and the grandeur of the private homes and public buildings were impossible to ignore. And just like French
fashion, what was hip in France soon became the rage elsewhere; that Second Empire style spread around parts of Europe, then to
Britain, and then to the United States.
The Mansard roof is probably the most recognizable part of a Second Empire building, but it's not the only one. Other
common features include bay windows, arched windows, dormer windows/roofs that extend beyond the plane of the main roof's
pitch, an iron widow's watch (also called a widow's walk), 2-over-2 windows that line up atop each other, and eye-catching polychrome slate roof tiles. Second Empire structures are usually heavily ornamented with Italianate features like decorative brackets
or corbels, the latter of which is functional, as they can support weight. Second Empire buildings are big, and they grab your attention.

An Architectural Masterpiece by W. W. Boyington
In 1853, William W. Boyington moved from Massachusetts to Chicago. His early works in
Chicago were churches in which he used different variations of the Gothic Style. Most, however, were destroyed or damaged in the Chicago Fire on October 8 and 9, 1871.
Boyington was interested in establishing standards of improving architecture. He was
one of the eleven architects to sign a document to establish a standard scale of fees to be used
by the architects, which was preserved in the basement of the Palmer House during the Fire. It
was believed to have been signed in 1856, a year before the American Institute of Architecture
was founded. Boyington was quoted as saying that he initiated the practice of charging a percentage of the total cost of a work to be collected from the clients themselves and not the
builders. This was also somewhat of a change because, before this time, the architects dealt
more with the builders than the clients.
When the Chicago Chapter of the American Institute of Architects was organized in
1869, Boyington was elected its first president, serving several additional terms. He was also a

Continued on next page

director of the Home Mutual Fire Insurance Company. This further indicates the position Boyington had in the Chicago community. In
addition, Boyington served as one of the Committee of One Hundred, a group of prominent people who escorted Lincoln’s funeral train
to Springfield.
Three of W. W. Boyington’s most prominent buildings are in Illinois. Here are three:

Joliet Penitentiary
The largest and most expensive of Boyington’s works was the Illinois State Penitentiary at Joliet. For this and the University of Chicago, Boyington was in partnership with O. L. Wheelock, another pioneer architect of Chicago. The Penitentiary
was delayed by the Panic of 1857 and was still completed around 1863 for a cost of
approximately $600,000.

Hegeler Mansion (now the Hegeler Carus Mansion)
Edward Hegeler commissioned W.W. Boyington, the architect of Chicago’s famous Water Tower, to design the Mansion. Built in the
Second Empire style, the Mansion is a grand presence in the Illinois Valley. The lavish 20,000-square-foot, seven-level home features a
mansard roof, dormer windows, molded cornices, decorative brackets, and a tower crowned by a 30-foot cupola. The Mansion is a solid
brick construction covered with a type of stucco that has been smoothed and tooled to resemble massive stone blocks. A horseshoe staircase led guests to the main entrance of the home and to an elegant wrap-around porch that graced three sides of the residence, a full story
above ground. Because zinc was readily available from the nearby Matthiessen & Hegeler Zinc Company, the metal is used throughout
the Mansion.

The flat roof, gutters and downspouts are zinc, which
does not rust.

Water Tower
The old Water Tower and the nearby pumping station are the works for which Boyington is
best remembered. The construction began in 1867 and was completed two years later. In
designing both the engine house smokestack and the tower for the standpipe, Boyington
encountered problems with the foundations. (At the time of the water works’ construction, the
area of Pine Street [now Michigan Ave.] was the location of some of the finest homes in the
city. The water works were built of rough-faced stone in the Gothic Style.) The Water Tower is
about one-hundred-fifty-four feet high, not including the iron cupola at the top. The tower itself
is a large shell protecting the inner standing water column estimated at two-thousand-fifty and
its winding iron stairs.
Boyington died on October 16, 1898, shortly before his eightieth birthday. His last work was
the extensive remodeling of the Sherman House in the spring of 1898. His work spanned fortyfive years of Chicago’s growth, to which his contributions were quite numerous. Today, however, he is remembered for one work, and that is for the sentimental rather that architecture reasons: The Water Tower.

August Fiedler
August Fiedler received his architectural training in Germany before he emigrated to America
in 1871, first stopping in New York. Fiedler was a very talented, prominent German American architect, furniture maker, and interior designer of the late 19 th century.
Arriving in Chicago in 1874, he partnered with architect John W. Roberts. Then in
December 1875, he started his own business, August Fiedler & Company, working with L.W.
Murray. The company was known for the highest quality of furniture. They also worked as
custom interior designers and decorators, creating highly developed designs for wall and ceiling treatments, plaster ornament, rugs and carpets, draperies, millwork, and other interior
finishes. Fiedler achieved local prominence and quickly achieved a significant client list, including Marshall Field, Joseph Medill, and William LeBaron Jenney.
One of the most intact examples of Fiedler’s interior work is the Hegeler Carus
Mansion, and of high-style Victorian interiors in general, in the area. It is rare to have a building as old as the Mansion have such an intact interior. Typically, the original décor would
change as the times and fads changed. There are few places where the occupants would recognize the intrinsic quality and value of the original scheme and keep it for generations. The
result is a rare glimpse back in time and the unity of architecture and interior design.
What makes the Hegeler Carus Mansion so unique, is to have such an array of the
original architectural and interior renderings available. More than a hundred of these renderings were found in the basement many years ago. Our newsletter gives us the ability to show
you some of the original renderings and how they were executed in the Mansion. The decorations at the Mansion do indeed match these drawings. There was a second generation of
painted borders in the home, also designed by Fiedler.

Fiedler's rendition of the
Reception Room ceiling

Current photo of the restored Reception
Room ceiling

The original 40-foot long Dining Room and its furnishings was
designed by August Fiedler. Everything from the table, to the
sideboard, to the floor is built entirely of oak. Note the
beautiful marquetry in the apron of the table.

Fiedler's rendition Main Floor
hallway coat rack

Current photo of the Main Floor
hallway coat rack unaltered

August Fiedler is also known for being an architect. One of his most notable buildings is
now a Chicago Landmark, the 1889 Germania Club located at 108 W. Germania Pl. It became an
important gathering place for Chicago’s German community. The Germania Club Building was added
to the National Register of Historic Places on October 22, 1976. It was designated as a Chicago Landmark on January 13, 2011.

Events coming soon to the Mansion

What will your Legacy be?
It is important to have a will and an estate plan. In both of these documents, a person or persons can plan to take care of
their loved ones and provide support to charities. Although most Americans recognize that people should have their affairs
in order before they turn 50, only about half have a will by that age. Less than one in five have prepared a will, have advance health-care directive and durable power of attorney, even though most acknowledge that lack of planning can leave
their families in a bind.
Legacy planning takes things a step further, adding an emotional aspect to the dry documentation of estate planning. It sets out a personal expression of values, beliefs, family history, and so on, and includes ways of ensuring your legacy reflects these values over and above simple material wealth distribution.
There are numerous ways to define legacy.

A long lasting impact
Something for those that follow
What I did for my kids and others

Giving back
Making a difference
How people remember me

“Planning your legacy can give you the peace of mind that your wishes will be honored and remembered,” says
Dave Conterio, President & CEO/Senior Trust Officer at Hometown National Bank. To accomplish this, he suggests,
“seek advice from a trusted team including your family, your doctor and your legal and financial advisors. It is important that
they all know your wishes and will work in concert on your behalf. Communication is key.”
“One way to start that conversation is to bring up a story of someone who recently became gravely ill or died which
caused confusion and angst among unprepared family members,” suggests Tammy Humpage, Vice President and Manager of Wealth Services at Hometown National Bank. “That could be followed by the suggestion that this situation made
me start thinking about what would happen in our family. You then spell out how you want to handle it,’” she adds. “You
could talk about your will or trust and who has power of attorney. If the responsible party it is not your children (perhaps because they are too young, not nearby, or too inexperienced), you explain the reasoning for your selection and if there is a
future role for them. Eventually, you may share more of the details regarding your wishes and expand the level of conversation.”
If you are ever interested in more information about an estate plan, contact: Cindy Waddick, Executive Director, Hegeler Carus Foundation; Cindy.Waddick@hegelercarus.org or by phone at 815-224-5891.

Hegeler Carus Mansion
1307 Seventh St
La Salle, IL 61301

2022 is going to be exciting. We are focusing on the many unique ways the Hegeler and Carus families
have contributed to the Midwest, the nation, and the world. Some of the topics we will cover this year you
may or may not already be aware of. We are calling it “Something for Everyone”. I will list the A, E, I, O, U
and sometimes Y we will review this year.
Architecture: The Mansion is Second Empire. The architect was W.W. Boyington of the Chicago Water Tower and Joliet Prison fame.
Education: In 1887 Edward C. Hegeler started the Open Court Publishing Co. for education and the
exchange of ideas. Open Court Publishing continues today promoting philosophical classics.
Industry: Between the period of 1880 and 1910 the Matthiessen and Hegeler Zinc Co. was the largest zinc producer in the United States and world.
Open Court: The goals of Open Court were to provide a forum for the discussion of philosophy, science, and religion, and to make philosophical classics widely available.
Unbelievable: If there was just one word to explain Mary Hegeler Carus it would be unbelievable.
She accomplished so much even before Women could vote on August 18, 1920.
And the sometimes Y, really is You: You are the reason we are here. All of these topics, you will be
learning much more about as the year goes on. The history we want to share with you has a little bit of
“Something for Everyone”.

